TABLE OF CONTENTS

. You are there... now what? ..., 8
What'’sthe purpose of your visit?
00000000000

.My luggage isreally here! ... 11
Do you have anything to declar e?
000000000 O0ooooo0on

. NOt CONNECHING ... 14
| have areservation for tonight.
00000000000

SHostfamilies ... 17
Thank you for meeting me.
00000000000000000

.Mealtime athome ..., 21
Could | have a scoop of ice cream?
000000000000000000000

CHOUSE rules ..o, 23
Tell mewhenever you want meto help you.
000000000000000000000000

LASKING dIr€CHONS ... 25
How can | get tothe Terminal Hotel?
000000000000000000000000

c SNOPPING oo 29
Isthat all right?
ngooboood

ACHVILIES ..o 32
What would you like to do this weekend?
00000000000000



10. DiNING OUL ... 34
Would you careto order now?
000000000000

11. Health (Section 1) ......cooooiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 37
I’ve got a headache.
0000000

12. Health (Section 2) .......cccvvveeiiiceeeeeceeeeeeee e 40

What seemsto be the problem?
00000000000

APPENAIX L ..o 44
Sounds to PracticeD OO 00000

APPENAIX 2 .o 47
Temperature Conversion Chart0 000000000

APPENAIX 3 ..o 48
Japanese Equivalent SectionD 000000 O0COO00O0O

APPENAIX D ..o 49
General Notes and Common senseJ 000000000 OO

APPENAIX S ..o 52
Useful expressionsO0 0000000000

PERSONAL INFORMATIOND OO O D, 55

2 Going somewhere?



CHAPTER 4

Host families
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Exercise 1

Depending on the type of program you are going on you may or may not have time to
write to your host family before you leave. If you don't, that's too bad. But if there is time
to write a letter, send a brief polite letter introducing yourself and ask about the family.
This is important to plan your gift giving. Here is an example:

June 5, 1996

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smith,
Hello, my name is ............ and the homestay program in-
formed me that | will be staying with you. | am ...... years old
and a ...... year student at ................... | am very excited

about this opportunity. | know | will make mistakes, so please
teach me what to do and what not to do.

Please write and tell me about your family. | am looking for-
ward to this adventure very much.

Sincerely yours,

(Name)




Exercise 2
BEING MET AT THE AIRPORT

You have cleared immigration and customs, walk into the terminal and are confronted
by a sea of faces and signs. You find the sign with your name on it and approach the
smiling person holding the sign.
0O00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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You: Hello, I'm ............ .

Mr. Smith: Hello, ............. 'm Robert Smith. Please call me Bob.
Welcometo ............. (city).

You: I'm glad to be here. Thank you for meeting me.

Mr. Smith: This is my wife Maryann.

You: How do you do, Mrs. Smith?

Mrs. Smith: Hello, ............. It's nice to meet you. I'm sure we’ll have a

wonderful time.

Mr. Smith: You must be tired after your long flight, so let’s get your stuff
in the car and go home. The children were busy with
activities after school, but they’ll be home when we get
there.

NOTE

Mr. Smith said to call him Bob, but his wife made no such comment. So,
until told otherwise, address her as “Mrs. Smith.”

[ See page 480
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CHAPTER 4

Exercise 3
Norio visits Greg’s home and meets his mother and his 5-year-old sister.

Greg: Here we are. This is our house.

Norio: It looks nice.

Greg: Thanks. Dad’s not home yet, but I'll introduce you to my
mother. Mom! I'm home! Mom, this is my friend Norio. Norio,
this is my mom.

Mrs. W: Nice to meet you, Norio.

Norio: How do you do, Mrs. Webster.

Greg: And that's my sister, Monica.

Norio: Hello, Monica.

Mrs. W: Say hello to Norio, Monica.

Greg: Not yet, | guess. She’s a little shy, at first.

Norio: Yes, | see. Oh, this is for your mother, Greg.

Greg: Well, there she is.

Norio: Mrs. Webster, this is from Japan.

Mrs. W: Oh! That was very thoughtful, Norio. Thank you.

MEETING THE HOST FAMILY AT THE AIRPORT FRESNO, CALIFORNIA
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Exercise 4

Now create your own host family and practice the greeting at their home!

With your classmates, decide the number in the family and their ages and gender.
Introduce yourself and don’t be shy.
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HINTS FOR CREATING YOUR OWN HOST FAMILY

Imagine the host family you would like to live with for a while. How many are
there? How many children are there? What is the age of each person in the
family? What sports, hobbies or games do they like? What kind(s) of music do
they listen to? Be as creative as you can.

[ See page 480

Host families come in all sizes. Some are retired couples with a spare bedroom or two.
Some have families of varying sizes and children of various ages. But they share a
common trait: they are friendly or they wouldn’t volunteer to be a host!
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